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of the freedom of the Empire and of the Protestant
religion. The troops of Wiirtemburg, who had been
taken into French pay, mutinied, and declared that they
would rather be shot than fight for France against
Prussia. Nor was this feeling confined to the Protestant
States. After the battle of Prague, some even of the
great Catholic Princes, such as the Elector of Bavaria,
and the Elector Palatine, showed a disposition to with-
draw from their connexion with Austria, and to conclude
treaties of neutrality with Frederick. But the King's
defeat at Kollin restored Austria's influence, and this
influence was still further strengthened when Soubise's
army issued from Alsace, overawing disaffection.
From the end of June onwards, contingents from the
various States kept coming in to the rendezvous at Fiirth,
where they were drilled into something like The ar of
discipline. Most of them were short of their the Empire ;
numbers, and in many cases half the men deserted on
the way. An army of some sort was, however, collected,
and early in August it set out from Fiirth under the
Prince of Hildburghausen, and marched to . „ .
_-,  r	,	r,     , .	. ,      ,       t-,         i	joins Soubise
Erfurt, where Soubise, with the French van- at Erfurt,
guard, had already arrived.    The junction had August 29;
not long been effected when the allied commanders re-
ceived   the   alarming   intelligence   that   the retreatsto
Prussian   king was  marching against   them Eisenach.
in  person,  and   Soubise insisted   on   falling   back   to
Eisenach to concentrate his army.
Their retreat into the hilly and impenetrable country
• about Eisenach was a serious inconvenience to Frederick,
as it was of vital importance to him to get a battle from
them as soon as possible, in order that he might Prussia at>
return to defend Silesia against the Austrians. tacked on all
His situation was becoming almost hopeless. sldes-
From every quarter the tide of invasion came rolling-

